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Week Ending Friday, August 11, 1989 


Remarks at a Ceremony 
Commemorating the 200th Anniversary 
of the Department of War 


August 7, 1989 


Thank you, Mr. Secretary; Deputy Secre- 
tary Atwood; and our service chiefs, Chair- 
man Crowe and members of the Joint 
Chiefs; distinguished Members of the 
United States Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives. Dick, first let me just thank you 
for the splendid job you’re doing at the De- 
fense Department. I don’t know if you’ve 
found the barber shop, but I hope you’re 
finding how to get from the E Ring to your 
car without getting lost. [Laughter] You all 
remember the Secretary’s dilemma, and 
now they’ve made a movie about the Pen- 
tagon called “No Way Out.” [Laughter] 

Secretary Marsh—Jack, this is an appro- 
priate time to thank you for your splendid 
performance in service to the United States 
Army and service to your country. And I 
just can’t tell you how much respect I have 
for the job you have done. And I also want 
to congratulate your successor, Mike Stone, 
who will lead the Army into the 1990’s as 
Secretary of the Army. 

I’m pleased to join with all of you in cele- 
brating the 200th anniversary of this histor- 
ic Department, now part of the Depart- 
ment of Defense. And in honoring the bi- 
centennial of this Department, we’re also 
honoring the heroes of America, past and 
present. The Department of War—the very 
name sounds antiquated, even bellicose; 
and certainly today, the title Department of 
Defense is more appropriate since the pur- 
pose of our Armed Forces is to deter war, 
not to seek it. And yet the title was undeni- 
ably forthright, for the War Department 
fought and won six wars in its 158-year his- 
tory. It was the War Department that 
waged the most tragic conflict in American 
history, a civil war in which one Secretary, 
Edwin Stanton, was pitted against one of his 
predecessors, Jefferson Davis. And it was 
also the War Department that trained and 


dispatched vast armies of Doughboys over 
to France. And it was the War Department 
that served as America’s nerve center in 
the struggle against the Axis Powers, lead- 
ing to the greatest military and moral victo- 
ry in our history. 

Winston Churchill gave much of the 
credit for this to the Army Chief of Staff, 
George Marshall, calling him the true orga- 
nizer of victory. Everyone remembers 
George Marshall as a great Secretary of 
State. He deserves no less credit for his 
service to the Army and later as Secretary 
of Defense. 

And none of us who served in the Second 
World War will ever forget the great lead- 
ers of the War Department, nor will we 
forget the great lesson of those years: Only 
the strong can keep the peace. 

It is no discredit to the War Department 
that at the outbreak of the Second World 
War our Armed Forces were still drilling 
with wooden rifles and hauling massive but 
useless radios and planning to wage land 
warfare with the horse cavalry. And today, 
of course, it is not a shortage of rifles that 
threaten to undermine America’s ability to 
keep the peace. To preserve the peace 
today, we must be strong in other ways, and 
this means that we must rely on advanced 
technology, not the strategic equivalent of 
the horse cavalry. 

The United States today requires a closely 
integrated strategic program designed to 
enhance our strength, bolster deterrence, 
and facilitate arms control. It demands that 
we modernize our ICBM [intercontinental 
ballistic missile] force, redeploying the 
Peacekeeper missile and rail garrison; and it 
means completing and development of the 
new small ICBM and its deployment when 
ready. And these mobile systems will bring 
improved survivability and stability to the 
land-based leg of our strategic triad. A 
strong defense also means something else: 
sufficient funding for the B-2 bomber. And 
it means one thing more: support for the 
Strategic Defense Initiative, SDI. It offers 
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the promise of a stable nuclear balance that 
relies increasingly on defense. It provides 
an incentive for the Soviets to return to the 
negotiating table, and it will make any 
START [Strategic Arms Reduction Talks] 
treaty more effective. It represents a firm 
step towards stability, the same goal we 
seek through modernization of our nuclear 
arsenal and arms control. This is the pro- 
gram that our country needs, and I will 
work to see that this is the program that 
our country gets. 


Just as critical to our nation’s defense are 
the men and women of this Department of 
Defense. You are called upon to do a diffi- 
cult, often dangerous job, and you perform 
your duty with great distinction. The histo- 
ry of this Department is nothing less than 
the history of American bravery. Whether 
we call it the Department of War or the 
Department of Defense, this tradition of 
service to country lives on in each and 
every one of you. 


And so, today, in commemorating the De- 
partment of War, we also salute you and 
every brave American who ever served in 
the original War Department, in the US. 
Army, in your Air Force and Navy compa- 
triots and now, with you in the Department 
of Defense. We also salute those who served 
in the two great conflicts of this century, 
and those who served in Korea and in Viet- 
nam. And we cannot leave here today with- 
out pausing to salute one who stands as a 
symbol of the courage that burns in the 
breast of every American in uniform, one 
marine who has been very much in our 
thoughts, Lieutenant Colonel Higgins, Wil- 
liam Richard Higgins. 

It is an inspiration to be here today 
among America’s finest and to honor a 
great Department and its great traditions. 
God bless you all, and God bless the United 
States of America. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:32 a.m. on 
Sommerall Field at Fort Myer in Arlington, 
VA. In his opening remarks, the President 
referred to Secretary of Defense Richard B. 
Cheney; Deputy Secretary of Defense 
Donald J. Atwood; and Adm. William J. 
Crowe, Jr., Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. Lt. Col. William R. Higgins, USMC, 
chief of the U.N. peacekeeping force in 
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southern Lebanon, was kidnaped on Febru- 
ary 17, 1988, and allegedly hanged by pro- 
Iranian terrorists on July 31, 1989. 


Remarks at the Boy Scout National 
Jamboree in Bowling Green, Virginia 


August 7, 1989 


Bill, thank you for that generous intro- 
duction, and to you and Ben Love, my sin- 
cere thanks for inviting us to this unbeliev- 
able gathering of Scouts from all across the 
country. If you will permit me a note of 
regional pride, I understand that my home 
State of Texas has a pretty good-size delega- 
tion over here. I saw that flag, and I wanted 
to acknowledge it. Thank you, Curtis, for 
the Pledge of Allegiance and, Calvin, for 
that National Anthem. Once again, I salute 
the colonel and the great Marine Band over 
here. You guys are lucky to have them. 
They are outstanding, and thank you, Colo- 
nel Bourgeois. 

I want to salute our Secretary of Trans- 
portation, Sam Skinner. We flew down 
here. You saw us coming in on Marine One. 
And sitting with me on that plane was Sam 
Skinner, our outstanding Secretary of Trans- 
portation; Andy Card, an Assistant to the 
President; Bob Gates, an Assistant to the 
President for National Security—all three of 
them Eagle Scouts, so that tells you some- 
thing about how we feel. 

The last Jamboree, I understand you had 
an unwelcome visitor by the name of Bob— 
Hurricane Bob. And Bill tells me you didn’t 
have a camp-out; you had a damp-out. But 
today I want credit as the guy that brought 
you the cool air down here. I would like full 
credit for that. 

But I’m told that this Jamboree has come 
together marvelously—canoeing, kayak, 
swimming. You can race trail bikes and 
compete in archery. You can earn merit 
badges while you work your way down the 
Midway. And some of you undoubtedly, you 
wise ones, will be asked to organize snipe- 
hunting expeditions. [Laughter] And this all 
sounds like a lot of fun, but there’s one 
activity here that really tempts me to leave 
the White House behind and spend a few 
days with you here at Fort A.P. Hill. And 
I’m talking about Fish Hook Lane. 
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You see, I started fishing at age 5 or so, in 
the cold waters along the Atlantic coast at 
Maine, using a lead jig with—[applause]|— 
modest, but reasonably good delegation 
there, I’d say; thank you very much—you 
know, fishing with one of these lead jigs 
with a little white cloth for bait, trolling 
with one of those old green cotton lines. 
And after awhile you get the hang of it, 
pulling in the fish—mackerel and maybe a 
flounder. But I became acquainted with the 
waters up there, and so well that now I 
think I know every reef, when the swells 
will break and where they will, the sea con- 
ditions and where you can find the seals on 
a given day. 

And since the time I was your age, I’ve 
waded in a clean, clear river in Iceland next 
to the Prime Minister of that land, catching 
my first salmon up there. I’ve pulled in bass 
in many, many of the States that are repre- 
sented here today, fought dolphins and 
kings and tarpon and bluefish in Florida on 
the high seas—the earlier ones. [Applause] 
Good sound system here. Thank you, Flori- 
da. And as you might have guessed then, 
fishing, I guess, is my favorite source of re- 
laxation. And it’s with a rod and reel that I 
tend to count my blessings, especially if I’m 
out there with one of our grandkids or with 
Barbara, the only woman on Earth who can 
read and fish at the same time—{laugh- 
ter|}—and catch every word and every fish. 

But no matter where I fish today, I 
always look back to the days when I trailed 
that little piece of white cloth along the 
shoreline. And there’s a lesson here that I 
want to share with you. Whatever you love 
to do—whether it’s hiking, hunting, kayak- 
ing—hang on to it. As you pursue success in 
school—and if there is ever a group that 
epitomizes the pursuit of success, it’s you— 
and later in your careers, don’t forget to 
find time for the things you love to do. If 
you stay true to the hobbies of your youth, 
you'll find a source of relaxation and replen- 
ishment that will never fail you. 

There are other things that you will learn 
as a Scout that will serve you well through 
your entire life. Your Scout Law commands 
you to be trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friend- 
ly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, 
thrifty, brave, clean, and reverent. What a 
mouthful. And that might sound like a lot to 
remember, but it isn’t. For at the core of 


that code is something simple: a desire to 
serve with honor, a sincere feeling for one’s 
fellow man and for one’s country. Serving is 
not a lifelong chore to be carried out. As 
Chief Scout Citizen Teddy Roosevelt put it: 
“The full performance of duty is not only 
right in itself but also the source of the 
profoundest satisfaction that can come in 
life.” In short, to serve and to serve well is 
the highest fulfillment we can know. Bill 
Swisher, who gave so much time and com- 
mitment to this Jamboree—he certainly 
knows this. Around the country, Americans 
like you are serving others in a thousand 
ways, providing a thousand points of light 
and doing a good turn daily. 

I know that Boy Scouts have always 
helped out through times of disaster, from 
fires to flash floods. The Boy Scouts were 
there when Franklin Delano Roosevelt ap- 
pealed for help during the Great Depres- 
sion, gathering almost 2 million articles of 
clothing, household furnishings, and food 
for the needy. And the Boy Scouts were a 
strong helping hand at home when older 
brothers fought a war in Europe. And today 
the Boy Scouts have taken on a new strug- 
gle: to defeat what you call the five “unac- 
ceptables”—illiteracy, unemployment, child 
abuse, drug abuse, and hunger. In fact, 
fighting hunger alone, Scouts, Cub Scouts, 
and Explorers rounded up—now get this— 
65 million cans of food for local food banks, 
the largest collection of food ever undertak- 
en in the history of the United States of 
America. 

And your focus, then, is right on target. 
Today we can be grateful as a nation that 
no depression or no war looms ahead of us. 
But this doesn’t mean that the times we 
live in are less demanding. The Boy Scouts 
of this 12th National Jamboree will face 
challenges unimagined by your parents. 
Perhaps the greatest challenges of our 
times, I’m sorry to say, is one of the “unac- 
ceptables”: the continuing struggle to keep 
drugs out of our high schools—a form of 
pollution, a poisoning of the mind, a corrup- 
tion of the very soul of young America. 

And we had some good news last week 
about drug use in America. The number of 
overall drug-users in the United States is 
down by almost 40 percent. And this is a 
real tribute to those who have worked in 
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the service organizations, the youth clubs, 
and communities across this country. And 
it’s especially a tribute to the Boy Scouts of 
America. But we cannot yet claim victory. 
The number of people addicted to cocaine 
and crack has almost doubled. And we must 
work harder. And I’m especially looking to 
you to encourage friends to refuse drugs— 
any illegal drug. I don’t want any young 
American starting down the path to cocaine 
and crack. 


Last week, a Wall Street Journal reporter 
wrote movingly of his son, a boy named 
Ryan. Ronald Shafer remembered his Ryan 
as an enthusiastic collector of baseball cards 
who could name every batting champion 
back to the sixties—the kind of bright kid 
for whom life was an open invitation to 
succeed. But Ryan started using drugs and 
alcohol at age 12, and soon became a 
stranger to his parents and his classmates. 
And by age 16, Ryan was dead. There are 
thousands of Ryans across America, thou- 
sands of young men and women who are in 
danger of losing their future, their very 
lives, to this scourge called drugs. 


The Boy Scouts of America has assumed a 
leadership role in confronting this problem. 
You are teaching self-protection strategies 
against drugs and other dangers, and you’ve 
circulated these strategies in direct lan- 
guage in a very successful pamphlet called 
“Drugs: A Deadly Game.” And you’ve done 
something else: You are leading the youth 
by example. 


For years, the Boy Scouts of America has 
led our nation in taking the antidrug mes- 
sage to every community. By actively en- 
gaging in the lives of others, you are dem- 
onstrating a central theme, a central idea of 
this administration: that from now on in 
America, any definition of a successful life 
must include serving others. Now I want to 
challenge you to take the final steps. Ask 
yourself if you know someone like Ryan 
Shafer. And if so, have you done everything 
that you possibly can to help him or her? 


And there are other, more positive chal- 
lenges facing your generation. When the 
first Boy Scouts chapter was formed, Ameri- 
cans had just tamed the farthest reaches of 
the West. There were only a few remote 
places in the world unseen by man. And 
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since then, the world has become smaller, 
and so has the room for our imagination 
and daring—a narrowed space for the rest- 
less spirit of freedom that is so much a part 
of our national priority and of our national 
identity. But you and I know that there’s a 
new frontier, a frontier without limits: 
space. 


And once again, the Boy Scouts has 
played a leadership role in preparing a gen- 
eration for space exploration. It’s no coinci- 
dence that half of all astronauts were once 
Scouts. Admiral Richard Truly, who ably 
heads NASA, is an Eagle Scout. Gus Gris- 
som, an American hero who lost his life in 
the early space program, was a Scout. 
David Scott, who operated that first lunar 
rover, was a Scout. And Jim Lovell, another 
lunar explorer, whom I’m told is with us 
today. And I guess, Jim, if you’re here, it’s 
true what they say: Once an Eagle Scout, 
always an Eagle Scout. And I doubt that 
any of the Scouts who participated in the 
1969 seventh Jamboree in Idaho will ever 
forget Eagle Scout—{applause}—go Boise— 
will ever forget Eagle Scout Neil Arm- 
strong, who made man’s first step on the 
Moon and later sent his greetings to the 
Jamboree from deep space. 


The first spacefarers were unique, the 
lucky few. But your generation will have a 
broader, greater opportunity to live in 
space, to travel, to establish an outpost on 
the Moon, and explore the mysteries of 
Mars. And this is the challenge of the next 
century—your century, your challenge. 


Near the Jamboree area is a NASA exhibit 
called Freedom Station, which includes a 
display of our nation’s first permanently 
manned space station in the next decade. 
And nearby are also large-scale models of 
the space shuttle and other spacecraft. This 
is America’s space fleet, and its mission is 
gradually changing from exploration to set- 
tlement. When we aim for the stars, it will 
be to stay. 


And this brings to mind a small coinci- 
dence. Just a few miles away, along the 
Tidewater coast of Virginia, the first Eng- 
lishmen arrived in the New World—also not 
just to explore but to stay. Those early colo- 
nists faced a terrible struggle. Their first 
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autumn brought a bitter harvest of hard- 
ship. Their first winter brought tragedy. But 
in the end, the generation of Captain John 
Smith escaped the confines of the Old 
World and settled the New, a fresh frontier, 
a boundless promise called America. 


And today, as before, some timid and 
chiding voices caution us against the 
danger, the hardship, and the expense. Per- 
haps they should have seen Steven Spiel- 
berg’s extravaganza. Or perhaps they 
should listen to Ray Bradbury, a writer who 
once said that space will make children of 
us all. He meant that the strange beauty 
and mystery of space will teach even the 
most cynical and world-weary among us to 
rediscover the wonder of their first glimpse 
of the night sky. It is this sense of wonder 
and curiosity that draws you from the com- 
fort of home, comfort of television, to the 
outdoors. And tonight, when you are lying 
around the campfire, surrounded by dark 
forest, looking up at the stars of the night 
sky, I want you to consider something. Per- 
haps you, or even your kids—or as hard as it 
is for you to imagine, your grandchildren— 
will one day look up at the night sky before 
going to sleep, and see the Earth as a faint, 
twinkling blue star. 


It is this spirit, a spirit of wonder, of dis- 
covery, and adventure, that is surely draw- 
ing us to a new destiny on new and far 
distant worlds. You are privileged to be the 
generation that will witness the first large 
movement of men and women into space. 
And as this happens, I know that the Boy 
Scouts of today will be in the lead. Thank 
you for inviting me to your Jamboree. God 
bless you, God bless the Boy Scouts of 
America, and God bless the United States of 
America. Thank you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:44 a.m. at 
Fort A.P. Hill. In his remarks, he referred to 
G. William Swisher, Jr, chairman of the 
National Jamboree; Ben H. Love, chief 
Scout executive of the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica; former Scout Curtis Hawkins; entertain- 
er Calvin Grant; and Col. John R. Bour- 
geois, USMC, Director of the U.S. Marine 
Corps Band. 


Proclamation 6006—National 
Neighborhood Crime Watch Day, 1989 


August 7, 1989 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Communities across the United States 
bear testimony to the great things Ameri- 
cans can accomplish through their own re- 
sourcefulness and the help of neighbors. In 
business, government, education, and social 
services, the ingenuity and hard work of 
individual Americans have been both the 
foundation and the catalyst for progress. 

Individual private citizens represent a 
particularly important force in our Nation’s 
fight against crime. Last year, crime struck 
one in four American households. While law 
enforcement officials do all they can to ap- 
prehend and prosecute those who prey 
upon innocent victims, the cooperation of 
law-abiding citizens is vital to their efforts. 

Today, more than 19 million Americans 
participate in neighborhood crime watch 
programs. They remain vigilant against 
criminal activity in their neighborhoods and 
report suspicious behavior to the police. 
They also keep special watch over elderly 
persons and others who might easily 
become victims of theft or violence. These 
Americans who look out for their neighbors 
and make a personal commitment to help 
fight crime serve as positive role models for 
young people, thereby demonstrating not 
only respect for the law, but also active 
concern for the well-being of others. Par- 
ticipants in crime watch programs affirm 
that, as communities, we must not and will 
not tolerate contempt for civil order and 
disregard for the rights of innocent people. 

On August 8, 1989, millions of Americans 
will join their neighbors in “National Night 
Out,” an evening sponsored each year by 
the National Association of Town Watch. 
This event provides citizens an opportunity 
to demonstrate the importance and effec- 
tiveness of community participation in 
crime prevention efforts. During the “Na- 
tional Night Out,” families spend the period 
between 8:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. on the 
porches, steps, or lawns of their homes as a 
notice to criminals that their communities 
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are off limits to drug trafficking and other 
illicit activities. “National Night Out” is a 
way for all Americans to express their de- 
termination to protect and enjoy the securi- 
ty of their homes and neighborhoods. 

To encourage all Americans to join with 
their neighbors in such crime prevention 
programs, the Congress, by Senate Joint 
Resolution 136, has authorized and request- 
ed the President to issue a proclamation 
designating August 8, 1989, as “National 
Neighborhood Crime Watch Day.” 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim August 8, 1989, as National 
Neighborhood Crime Watch Day. I call 
upon the people of the United States to 
observe this day with appropriate programs, 
ceremonies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this seventh day of August, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-nine, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and fourteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:49 a.m., August 8, 1989] 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Alleged Hanging of Lieutenant 
Colonel William R. Higgins 

August 7, 1989 


The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
today released the results of forensic exami- 
nations of the videotape purported to be of 
Lieutenant Colonel Higgins. Mrs. Higgins 
was informed of the results by the Com- 
mandant of the Marine Corps, General Al 
Gray. President Bush called Mrs. Higgins at 
about 2 p.m. to offer his support and en- 
couragement. The President said the U.S. 
Government will continue to do all it can to 
obtain a full accounting of what happened 
to her husband. 


Note: Lt. Col. William R. Higgins, USMC, 
chief of the U.N. peacekeeping force in 
southern Lebanon, was kidnaped on Febru- 
ary 17, 1988, and allegedly hanged by pro- 
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Iranian terrorists on July 31, 1989. After 
examining a videotape released by the pro- 
Iranian group, FBI forensic experts and pa- 
thologists concluded that, although a posi- 
tive identification could not be made, the 
person depicted in the videotape probably 
was Lieutenant Colonel Higgins and that 
he was “within a reasonable degree of med- 
ical certainty” dead. 


Remarks at the National Urban League 
Conference 


August 8, 1989 


Thank you very much, Dr. Watson, and 
to you, my friend, John Jacob, thank you, 
sir. Tony Burns, the chairman, and all the 
other Urban League leaders. I single out 
my Cabinet-mate, Secretary Kemp. I’m de- 
lighted that you’re here, Jack. Thank you 
all 


You know, Jack told me coming over that 
you had a moment of silence, a prayer, 
really, for Mickey Leland, my fellow Hous- 
tonian. And let me just say that we have 
been in touch with the Government of 
Ethiopia and the United Nations to learn 
the whereabouts of Congressman Leland’s 
plane. Our Secretary of Defense, Dick 
Cheney—seeing what he can do in terms of 
search assets. 

I think it says a lot about Mickey that he 
was on his sixth humanitarian mission to 
help feed the hungry in that part of the 
world, and so, I would just like to join you 
all in what you did this morning to say that 
our thoughts and prayers are with him. I 
talked to Alison, his wife, late this morn- 
ing—earlier this morning, I guess. She’s 
strong, has a lot of hope. And we all pray 
that he’s safe and that he and the others 
with him on that humanitarian mission will 
be found and that they’ll all be safe. And 
we will, I can tell you as President, do all 
we can to learn what has happened. 

I want to speak to you today about the 
state of urban America, about the future 
that I see for American cities and for the 
many millions of Americans who make 
them their home. In many respects, let’s 
face it, urban America offers a bleak pic- 
ture: an inner city in crisis. And there is too 





Administration of George Bush, 1989 / Aug. 8 


much crime, too much crack, too many 
dropouts, too much despair, too little eco- 
nomic opportunity, too little advancement, 
and—the bottom line—too little hope. But 
there’s something else that’s true about our 
inner cities, something we can’t overlook, 
something the Urban League has worked 
tirelessly to strengthen; and that’s a core 
community that is simply too strong to suc- 
cumb, a community where there is too 
much faith, too much pride, too strong a 
sense of family not to fight back, whatever 
their challenge, whatever the odds. 

But the challenge for urban America is a 
challenge for all America. It’s a challenge 
for my administration. It’s a challenge every 
American must embrace. 

The condition of our inner cities isn’t a 
matter of charts and graphs and these cold 
statistics. It’s more than an exercise in soci- 
ology or public policy. It’s a question of how 
people live their lives, a question of human 
dignity. And it’s a challenge that I take to 
heart. Your problems are my problems; 
your hopes, the hopes all Americans hold 
dear. Today I offer you my hand, and I 
offer you my word: Together we will make 
America open and equal to all. And togeth- 
er we must and will find a way to stop the 
decline in our inner cities, to restore hope, 
and make the nineties a decade of urban 
renaissance. 

And whether we succeed depends on 
how well we meet three key tests. First, we 
must strike down barriers to advancement 
and opportunity for American minorities— 
and strike them down for good. And 
second, we must create conditions for urban 
growth and economic revival, conditions 
that leave no one behind. And finally, we 
must secure the most fundamental right of 
all: the right of young and old alike of any 
race to walk any street without fear. 

Let me start with equal opportunity. Not 
just in urban America but across this nation, 
we must continue the crusade for equality. 
Just over a week ago, a collection of schol- 
ars released a monumental study called “A 
Common Destiny: Blacks and American So- 
ciety.” It offers detailed evidence of the 
progress our nation has made in the past 50 
years in living up to American ideals. But 
the study,makes clear that our work is far 
from over. The great gulf between black 
and white America has narrowed, but it’s 


not closed. And closing that gulf, eliminat- 
ing it for all time, is the next chapter we 
must write in the unfolding history, the un- 
finished history of civil rights. And that 
chapter will be written because today, as in 
the past, advancing the cause of equal 
rights is in keeping with our highest ideals. 
It’s the right thing to do. 

Think back to 1954, the Court’s decision 
in favor of Linda Brown; a year later, an- 
other decision, Rosa Parks’ refusal to go to 
the back of the bus; the 1960’s, the passage 
of the Civil Rights Act, the Voting Rights 
Act, Fair Housing; and in this decade, the 
elevation of Dr. Martin Luther King to a 
place of honor among American heroes. It 
was the right thing to do. And today, when 
our challenge is securing true equality for 
every American, once again, we will suc- 
ceed because it’s the right thing to do. 

Discrimination—of course, it still exists. 
Race hate, born of ignorance and inhuman- 
ity—still exists. The day of the poll tax is 
over. The day of Jim Crow is gone. Today 
bigotry and bias may take more subtle 
forms. But they persist, and as long as they 
do, my work is not over, your work is not 
over, our work is not over. 

Before I go on, I want to make sure ev- 
eryone in this room knows just exactly 
where I stand and just where my adminis- 
tration stands. My administration is commit- 
ted to reaching out to minorities, to striking 
down barriers to free and open access. We 
will not tolerate discrimination, bigotry, or 
bias of any kind, period, just as Dr. Watson 
said. 

Now we've all spent a lot of time over 
the past two decades debating the best 
means of ending unequal treatment. And 
we've argued—I’ve even argued with John 
Jacob; you try that one on for size—we’ve 
argued, society’s argued, about affirmative 
action, about quotas, about goals and time- 
tables, about set-asides and 8-A firms. Well, 
while society’s been debating these impor- 
tant issues, society’s also been changing. 
The economy’s been changing. Our world, 
the world our children will inherit, is 
changing. And part of the change is the 
progress we have made, hard-fought 
changes in which the Urban League can 
take pride. Part of the change is simply a 
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matter of the dynamics at work in our 
world. 

Take the economy. We’re used to think- 
ing of unemployment as a case of too many 
people and too few jobs. I remember play- 
ing musical chairs when I was a little kid—a 
game of musical chairs. And all too often, 
it’s the minorities left standing when the 
music stops. In the 1990’s, into the next 
century, our problem, our nation’s problem, 
will be just the opposite: more than enough 
jobs and too few people qualified to fill 
them. 

The last of the Baby Boom generation are 
in their thirties. And there’s been a slow- 
down in the number of new workers that 
are entering our economy, and that’s going 
to continue into the 1990’s. Talk to any de- 
mographer, and they'll tell you that’s true. 
New works will be in demand—new work- 
ers—and the simple fact is that 8 out of 
every 10 new workers will be women, mi- 
norities, and immigrants. Think about what 
that means. Think about it: For every child 
growing up today—black or white and, yes, 
urban or rural—there will be a job waiting. 
The question, our challenge, is whether 
they'll have the education and the skills 
that they need to seize that opportunity. 
And that’s the new frontier for civil rights. 

Opportunity means education. The jobs 
open to the 21st century worker are going 
to require higher skills. And never has edu- 
cation been more important than for the 
next generation, for the first grader— 
today’s first grader—who is a member of 
the high school class of the year 2001. The 
package of education initiatives that I sent 
to the Congress this spring will make a dif- 
ference for urban America and for Ameri- 
can minorities. And I’ve called on Congress 
to provide a $250 million increase in funds 
for Head Start, a key program in getting 
disadvantaged children ready for school. 
And back in April, I signed an Executive 
order that will strengthen our nation’s his- 
torically black colleges and universities and 
expand opportunities for their students and 
their graduates. 

In many urban schools, the key is creat- 
ing a sound learning environment, one that 
keeps the dropouts in and keeps the drugs 
out. And that’s why I’ve called for the cre- 
ation of Urban Emergency Grants to help 
clean up schools hit hardest by the drug 
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scourge. Education is the way to turn 
dreams into reality, and even in the inner 
city, every kid has a dream. 

And opportunity means job training, 
building the employment skills and basic 
literacy ability that everyone needs to get 
and keep a job. For 6 years now, the Job 
Training Partnership program has been 
equipping the disadvantaged youth to enter 
the work force, to start that climb up out of 
the poverty trap. JTPA—it works. The proof 
is its 68-percent success ratio, and we're 
working to make the program even strong- 
er. Last month we introduced amendments 
to the Job Training Partnership Act to 
target it more tightly on at-risk youth, kids 
with the most urgent need for job training. 

But growth creates jobs, and the future of 
urban America depends on bringing growth 
to our inner cities. One entrepreneurial 
answer to inner city poverty—and I salute 
my Secretary of HUD for being in the fore- 
ground on this one—is enterprise zones. 
Enterprise zones can be a source of jobs, 
growth, and advancement. And the payoff 
isn’t simply economic. When you create 
jobs, you create hope. We’ve debated the 
idea of enterprise zones long enough. And 
I’ve asked Congress to create at least 50 
enterprise zones between now and 1993. 
And now is the time for action. But enter- 
prise zones are meaningless if we don’t 
create economic incentives for urban ex- 
pansion. And that’s why I’ve also called on 
Congress to enact changes in the Tax Code 
that will make enterprise zones magnets for 
capital, magnets for job creation. And I’m 
talking about incentives to increase invest- 
ment, to open a flow of seed capital into 
urban areas. And if we’re going to make 
inner cities attractive to new capital, indi- 
viduals who invest in enterprise zones 
should get an immediate tax savings. 

And we’ve also got to reward risktaking. 
I’ve proposed a zero capital gains rate for 
eligible business investments in enterprise 
zones. If you take your capital and go there 
to invest, you ought to have that as an in- 
centive to put the business where the jobs 
must be for outside—{applause]. It should 
be a powerful incentive for outside inves- 
tors and a rate of return fitting for urban 
entrepreneurs. 
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And I’m talking about incentives for 
working people. We want to establish 
what’s known as a refundable wage credit 
for low-income employees in enterprise 
zones. In many cases, this credit will cut the 
taxes of low-income workers to zero. And 
for some low-income families who already 
owe little in taxes, a refundable credit will 
not only take them off the Federal income 
tax rolls, it will put money in their pockets. 

Opportunity, education, advancement, 
equality—each is essential. But we can’t talk 
about the future we want to see for urban 
America without talking about the number 
one threat in our inner cities today. You 
know what that is, every one of you: illegal 
drugs. And you know the simple truth: Our 
inner cities cannot become centers of op- 
portunity as long as they are battle zones in 
a drug war. 

A little over a week ago, our Secretary of 
HHS [Health and Human Services], Dr. 
Louis Sullivan, released the newest statis- 
tics—maybe some of you all saw it in the 
paper—the newest statistics on illegal drug 
use in America. The statistics show two 
trends, one positive and one profoundly, 
earthshakingly disturbing. Overall use of co- 
caine has declined by almost half—testimo- 
ny to the years of dedication and hard work 
of parents, educators, religious and commu- 
nity leaders, all determined to end this 
plague. But our greatest challenge is yet to 
come. Frequent cocaine use—frequent 
use—is up sharply. And that means while 
our message is getting across to the casual 
user, hard-core drugs, drugs like this insidi- 
ous crack cocaine, are tightening their grip. 
And that’s grim news, that’s bad news for 
the United States of America, because 
crack, crime, and violence—they’re the 
unholy trinity in our inner cities. And urban 
communities suffer the most. And when the 
crack house is on your block, and when the 
stray bullet from a drug-war shoot-out kills 
some mother sitting on her porch, and 
when parents and teachers and churches 
struggle to teach the values of honesty and 
hard work and then find themselves up 
against the fast-money lure of the drug 
trade, there’s a certain hopelessness. 

But our children can live and learn in 
peace. Urban communities can thrive again. 
And that’s why we’ve got to combat drug 
violence, and that’s why we’ve got to elimi- 


nate fear. And that’s why we've got to 
create a climate of hope. The Federal Gov- 
ernment is doing its part. We’re going to do 
more. We’ve taken forceful action to speed 
up the eviction process for drug dealers in 
America’s public housing. And in less than a 
month, we'll unveil a new national drug 
strategy, our comprehensive battle plan to 
wage the long, hard fight against illegal 
drugs. 

And there’s a message that I want to send 
today, all out across this country, to all law- 
abiding Americans: The war on drugs is a 
battle that can’t simply be waged from 
Washington, DC. When I was in Chicago 
last month, I asked this nation’s Governors 
to pass laws in each of their States that 
parallel the tough Federal stand that we’ve 
taken against illegal drugs. And today I ask 
each of you to do the same at the local 
level, in urban America. Let’s put more 
police on the streets, tougher laws on the 
books, build the jail cells that we need to 
put drug criminals where they belong— 
behind bars—and, in my view, keep them 
there. Let’s not point the finger or look for 
scapegoats. Let’s enlist every asset that we 
have, form a united front, and fight this war 
together. 

There are some who say—and you’ve 
heard it—the state of urban America is 
hopeless. The National Urban League 
doesn’t believe that. I say they’re wrong. 
We’ve got to see past the stories on the 6 
o’clock news and past the statistics. We’ve 
got to see the potential for progress; we’ve 
got to see the face of hope in our inner 
cities. 

And now, I’m not afraid to say we’ve got 
hard work ahead of us: We’ve got to wage 
war on poverty and wage war on despair 
and wage war on the hopelessness that robs 
us of our future. And I want to tell all of 
you here today: I’m not going to relax in 
this job, or rest, until I know that I have 
done everything in my power to ensure 
that we succeed, that every child in our 
inner cities has a shot at a good job, that 
every kid stays in school and gets a quality 
education, yes, lives in decent housing—in a 
neighborhood free of drugs, fear, and vio- 
lence. We’ve got to work together to 
achieve these goals. I know we will, and I 
know why. John, you know why. Jack 
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Kemp, Dr. Watson, you know why. Every- 
one here today knows why: because, simply, 
it is the right thing to do. 

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless 
the United States of America. Thank you 
very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. at 
the Washington Convention Center. In his 
remarks, he referred to Bernard Watson, 
John Jacob, and M. Anthony Burns, senior 
vice chairman, president and chief execu- 
tive officer, and chairman of the National 
Urban League, respectively, and Secretary 
of Housing and Urban Development Jack F. 
Kemp. 


Remarks on Signing the Financial 
Institutions Reform, Recovery, and 
Enforcement Act of 1989 


August 9, 1989 


Well, Secretary Brady and Secretary Jack 
Kemp, Chairman Greenspan, Senators 
Riegle and Gramm, and Congressmen 
Wylie and Gonzalez, and other distin- 
guished Members of the House and Senate, 
ladies and gentlemen, and friends, Thomas 
Jefferson once observed that “the care of 
human life and happiness, and not their de- 
struction, is the first and only legitimate 
object of good government.” And today we 
gather here to sign legislation, the Financial 
Institutions Reform, Recovery, and Enforce- 
ment Act of 1989, which reaffirms those 
words. 

This legislation comes to grips with the 
problems facing our savings and loan indus- 
try. It'll safeguard and stabilize America’s 
financial system and put in place perma- 
nent reforms so these problems will never 
happen again. And moreover, it says to tens 
of millions of S&L depositors: You will not 
be the victim of others’ mistakes. We will 
see—guarantee—that your insured deposits 
are secure. 

And this, of course, was government’s 
intent when, in 1933, it created the Federal 
Deposit Insurance. And yet as that system 
incurred massive loans over the past couple 
of decades, the fund designed to protect 
depositors itself became insolvent. And the 
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crisis has been told and retold. The Federal 
insurance fund was unable to make good on 
its commitments to the public or to close 
insolvent institutions. And their losses 
mounting, hundreds of bankrupt institutions 
were allowed to continue operating. 

On February 6, I announced a plan to 
change all that: to protect insured deposi- 
tors and to responsibly finance the closing 
or other resolution of all insolvent institu- 
tions. And we sought to abolish lax regula- 
tions, to increase penalties for wrongdoing, 
and to reform the financial system. And 
above all, we sought to protect those who 
have relied on government to faithfully ful- 
fill its obligations. 

I take a special pleasure in the historic 
legislation that I will sign here this morn- 
ing. For the Task Group on Regulation of 
Financial Services, which I was proud to 
chair, began the effort to strengthen our 
financial system. And its work, and that of 
many others, was debated and refined by 
the United States Congress. And you see it 
here, all 371 pages of it. And, no, the bill is 
not perfect, but it is a first step, a crucial 
step, toward restoring public confidence. 
H.R. 1278 is responsive and responsible, 
and for that I salute the Congress. This bill 
balances America’s need for financial secu- 
rity, competitiveness, and equity. 

In particular, I want to thank two com- 
mittee chairmen, Senator Don Riegle and 
Representative Henry B. Gonzalez, here 
with us today for their superb leadership in 
an extraordinarily difficult proceedings. 
And they were aided by Senator Jake Garn 
and Representative Chalmers Wylie, who 
helped make these proposals a reality; and 
of course, Senator Phil Gramm who I men- 
tioned earlier; and numerous other mem- 
bers of the banking and other committees, 
from both sides of the aisle, who took up 
the cause of the public’s interest. And then 
there’s my friend, the Treasury Secretary, 
Nick Brady, whose dedicated efforts have 
been vital and whose leadership has been 
truly outstanding. And so have those of Di- 
rector Dick Darman, over here, the head of 
the OMB [Office of Management and 
Budget]. I’d also like to mention Richard 
Breeden of the White House. I’d be remiss 
not to salute hundreds of others on the 
staffs of the various regulatory agencies and 
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congressional committees. They, too, de- 
serve our thanks. 

And because of them, of you here today, 
and so many others, this legislation will give 
us the tools to make our thrift institutions 
and our financial system as a whole strong 
and stable. With this bill’s substantial fund- 
ing, we will begin, here and now, to elimi- 
nate the ongoing losses of the insolvent 
firms and to ensure that not one dollar of 
insured funds will be lost by any depositor. 

Toward that end, this legislation abolishes 
the agency once responsible for thrift su- 
pervision. And in its place a new agency 
will operate as part of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, ensuring the taxpayers’ interests will 
always come first. And at the same time, a 
completely new insurance fund will protect 
deposits in thrift institutions. The obliga- 
tions of the new fund, called Savings Asso- 
ciation Insurance Fund, SAIF, will be fully 
guaranteed by the full faith and credit of 
the United States. The new seal displayed 
here symbolizes this new fund and our 
commitment to protecting depositors. 

Good steps? I’d say vital steps. And this 
legislation goes still further. Beginning 
today, penalties for wrongdoing by officers 
and directors of insured institutions will be 
increased up to $1 million per day. And 
criminal penalties will be toughened from 
yesterday’s slap on the wrist to the clang of 
a prison door. Those who try and loot the 
savings of their fellow citizens deserve, and 
will receive, swift and severe punishment. 
And also, starting today, tougher require- 
ments for safe and sound operating prac- 
tices will begin to take effect. Never again 
will America allow any insured institution 
to operate normally if owners lack sufficient 
tangible capital to protect depositors and 
taxpayers alike. And today, too, we begin 
using the new resources available to accel- 
erate the resolution of failed institutions 
and to recover every possible dollar from 
their assets for the taxpayer. And at the 
same time, we will seek to minimize ad- 
verse impact on local markets. 

These reforms will help our system right 
itself. For while the S&L crisis isn’t behind 
us, we have met and passed our first critical 
test. More hard choices, more challenges lie 
ahead. But we will meet them as we have 
this challenge: consulting, cooperating be- 
tween Congress and the executive branch. 


And as we do, we will keep the new Feder- 
al Deposit Insurance System solvent and 
help serve those millions of small savers 
who make America great: the local paper- 
boy looking ahead to college or the young 
couple dreaming of their first home, the 
retired teacher whose savings are her entire 
lifetime. We have a commitment to protect 
the savings of these Americans and millions 
like them across this country, and we will 
honor that commitment. 

And so, together, Republicans and Demo- 
crats, we can keep America’s economy 
number one in the world. We can and will 
preserve a safe, efficient, and equitable fi- 
nancial system for ourselves and, yes, for 
our kids. 

So, thank you all very much for coming 
here and for your support, both past and 
future, because plenty of work lies ahead. 
Thank you all very much and now, I’m 
proud to sign this monster. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:49 a.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Secretary of the 
Treasury Nicholas F. Brady; Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development Jack F. 
Kemp; Alan Greenspan, Chairman of the 
Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve 
System; Senators Donald W. Riegle, Jr., Phil 
Gramm, and Jake Garn, chairman and 
members of the Senate Committee on Bank- 
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs, respec- 
tively; Representatives Henry B. Gonzalez 
and Chalmers P. Wylie, chairman and 
member of the House Committee on Bank- 
ing, Finance and Urban Affairs, respective- 
ly; and Richard C. Breeden, Assistant to the 
President for Issues Analysis. H.R. 1278, ap- 
proved August 9, was assigned Public Law 
No. 101-73. 


Exchange With Reporters 
August 9, 1989 


American Hostages in Lebanon 


The President. Well, first let me welcome 
His Eminence, Cardinal Law, once again to 
the White House—a friend of longstanding 
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and a man for whom I think we all have 
great respect. 

But I just want to suggest that this week- 
end, each in our own way, that we say a 
prayer for the American hostages, for their 
family, and indeed for world peace. I be- 
lieve in prayer, and I think it would be 
most appropriate with the situation that we 
consider this. So, I would ask the churches 
and other places of faith to say a special 
prayer this weekend. 

Q. Mr. President, you seem to be moving 
away from the Reagan interpretation of 
what is a negotiation. You have fine-tuned 
it in the Boston Globe interview. To really 
make it specific, is there a subtle change, 
any change? 

The President. 1 don’t think there’s any 
subtle change from the report that I signed, 
and indeed was the father of, sponsored ob- 
viously by President Reagan. I’m not going 
to do anything that would put some other 
American, perhaps in some other place, at 
some other time, at risk; and that means 
trading off or negotiating for hostages. 

Q. But you are talking, and when you talk 
you obviously are—— 

The President. Excuse me, Helen [Helen 
Thomas, United Press International], I hope 
I’m openminded enough to talk and to ex- 
ercise every diplomatic channel I can to 
free these Americans. No American is going 
to be content until these people are free. 
And I would be not doing my job if I didn’t 
approach it in that manner. 

Q. Well, isn’t talking really trying to find 
out what their terms are and trying to per- 
suade?P 

The President. I'm not talking about 
terms; I’m talking about talking to get 
people out that are held against their will. 
And I think I covered that pretty well in 
my inaugural address when I said “good 
will will beget good will.” And if ever there 
was a clearer signal, in my view, that’s it. 
So, I repeat it. And if there are changes 
taking place and signals that are shifting, I 
don’t want to miss a signal. The life of 
every single one of these people is too pre- 
cious for me to be sticking my head in the 
sand and miss some subtlety in this highly 
complicated corner of the world. So, we are 
in touch with as many people as possible, 
anyone that I think can help either me or 
the Secretary of State or others who are in 
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contact with them. We’re going to keep on 
doing that. 

Q. Is it possible to even discuss the ques- 
tion of the Iranian assets and the United 
States unfreezing them without encourag- 
ing the taking of other hostages? 

The President. 'm not going to go into 
the details of the question you’ve asked. 
I’ve seen conflicting statements coming out 
of Iran on this question. And my view is to 
make the statements unconflicting, and my 
view is to do nothing that will be seen as 
quid pro quo for hostages. 

Q. Mr. President, is it possible for you to 
elaborate on what you mean by thatP How 
you—— 

The President. No. 

Q. No? 

The President. No, it’s not possible for me 
to elaborate on it. 

Q. After some original statements of opti- 
mism, you now seem a little bit more pessi- 
mistic about the prospects for getting the 
hostages out any time soon. Why do you 
feel that way? 

The President. Terry [Terence Hunt, As- 
sociated Press], how do you know what I 
feel? It’s the first time you’ve seen me in 4 
days. 

Q. No, I’m looking at your comments in 
the Boston Globe interview. 

The President. What does it say there? 

Q. In which you say, “I have no reason to 
say just over the horizon that I think that 
this problem will be solved.” 

The President. Well, so I never said that I 
thought it would be solved just over this 
side of the horizon, did IP 

Q. But you just said—— 

The President. What I’m saying hasn’t 
changed anything. I don’t go up and down 
by some headline, some news clip. I’m con- 
ducting the foreign policy of this country in 
a prudent manner that I hope will get these 
people out of there. But the last thing I 
want to do is elevate the hopes of these 
families who have been disappointed over 
and over again, to have those hopes dashed. 
I think that would be not a good way to 
behave. So, I don’t know. Put it this way, I 
don’t think, in reply to your question, that 
I’ve changed my views. I’ve never felt that 
the hostages would be here tomorrow, but I 
want to—I hope they will, hope that some- 
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thing will happen. But in terms of my emo- 
tions, or how I view it, I haven’t shifted. 

Q. But “cautiously optimistic” means 
more hope than you seem to have had 
before. 

The President. Come again? 

Q. “Cautiously optimistic,” which is the 
word you bought yesterday in your inter- 
view, seemed to have raised hopes. 

The President. But he just said I dashed 
the hopes by saying it was too far away in 
the same interview. Come on, lighten up 
here. I mean you can’t have it both ways. 
You interpret the interview one way. He 
interprets it another. And I’m telling you 
what I think. 

Q. Are the signals for Iran still positive? 
Are the signals from Iran still apparently 
positive? 

The President. They’re mixed, they’re 
very mixed, John [John Cochran, NBC 
News]. And this is one of the difficulties. 
They’re very mixed. 


Representative Leland Missing in Africa 
Q. Mr. President, do you have any late 


word on Congressman Leland? 

The President. No. 

Q. Is there anything the U.S. conceivably 
could do that it’s not yet doing? 

The President. No, we’re cooperating and 
trying. Any late news on the Leland 
matter? 

General Scowcroft. No late news, but the 
Ethiopians have asked for our help in 
searching for it. 

The President. Well, they’re getting it, 
and we are—— 

Q. What about the search plane they’ve 
asked for? 

The President. What? 

Q. What about the search plane that 
they’ve asked for? 

The President. They’re going to get all 
the cooperation we can give them. [Secre- 
tary of Defense] Cheney’s trying to find 
what assets are available. Indeed, I think 
we've already mobilized—— 

General Scowcroft. We’ve sent some, and 
we're sending more, Mr. President. 

The President. But this matter is of great 
concern to us. 

Yes, Tom? And this is the last question. 


American Hostages in Lebanon 


Q. Mr. President, have we made any 
progress at all on the possible return of 
Colonel Higgins’ body? 

The President. No. And again, I’m not 
going to give up on it. I’m not going to say 
there is no hope. I talked to the [U.N.] Sec- 
retary-General [Javier Perez de Cuellar de 
la Guerra] yesterday, who is meeting with 
his representative Goulding ([Marrack 
Goulding, Under Secretary-General for Spe- 
cial Political Affairs] today. He’s coming 
back from his vacation to talk to him, and I 
expect I'll be in touch if there is any reason. 

I'll tell you one thing, Tom [Tom De- 
Frank, Newsweek], that is interesting out of 
this, and perhaps hopeful. Some who—don’t 
ask me to elaborate—some who heretofore 
have been ambivalent or silent in the face 
of Americans held hostage because of politi- 
cal reasons have been so infuriated or an- 
gered or repulsed by the brutality of the 
Higgins film and then having Cicippio 
come out and read under obvious duress 
that statement—they’ve been so offended 
by that, regardless of their view on the poli- 
tics of the Middle East or any other area, 
that we are finding more and more of a 
willingness to help. And I'd say that’s a posi- 
tive thing. That might offer more hope to 
those families that are just being so hurt by 
the recent revelations. 

Q. You mean in the Mideast? 

General Scowcroft. All over. 

The President. All over in the diplomatic 
efforts we’re engaged in. People have— 
there’s a common thread—look, this is too 
much, enough is enough. And so, maybe 
that—it’s just a hunch, but perhaps that will 
lead us to some solution here. 


Meeting With Cardinal Law 


Q. Why is the Cardinal here? Do you 
have some special message? From divine 
providence or from anywhere else? 

Cardinal Law. No. 

The President. His Eminence has a keen 
interest in many areas in the world, includ- 
ing Cuba, Haiti, Eastern Europe. And as I 
do with a lot of people, I talk to a lot of 
people outside of the White House and out- 
side of our government in order to learn, in 
order to see how we can help the cause of 
world peace, the cause of human rights. 
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And I expect we’re going to touch on those 
three areas here, along with others. His 
Eminence knows of my respect for the 
Holy Father; indeed, has helped me under- 
stand the dedication that the Pope has to 
world peace. Perhaps through Cardinal 
Law I have a more personal feeling about 
the Holy Father that made me feel the 
other day just inclined to pick up the tele- 
phone and call him and ask for his help in 
the return of Rich Higgins. And so, I learn 
from wise people. 
Thank you all very much. 


Note: The exchange began at 12:09 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House, prior 
to a meeting with Bernard Cardinal Law of 
Boston. Lt. Col. William R. Higgins, USMC, 
chief of the U.N. peacekeeping force in 
southern Lebanon, was kidnaped on Febru- 
ary 17, 1988, and allegedly hanged by pro- 
Iranian terrorists on July 31, 1989. Joseph J. 
Cicippio, acting comptroller at the Ameri- 
can University of Beirut, was abducted 
from the university campus on September 
12, 1986. 


Continuation of John J. Welch, Jr., as 
an Assistant Secretary of the Air Force 
August 9, 1989 


The President today announced that John 
J. Welch, Jr., will continue to serve as an 
Assistant Secretary of the Air Force (Acqui- 
sition). 

Since 1987 Mr. Welch has served as As- 
sistant Secretary of the Air Force for Acqui- 
sition. From 1965 to 1987, he was vice 
president of the Ling-Temco-Vought Co. 
and served in several capacities, including 
senior vice president, 1975-1987; corporate 
vice president, 1974-1975; and LTV Aero- 
space vice president for programs, 1970- 
1974; and as vice president of the missiles 
and space division, 1965-1970. He served as 
chief scientist for the U.S. Air Force, 1965- 
1970. 

Mr. Welch received a bachelor’s degree 
from the Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology in 1951. He was born August 23, 
1930, in Cambridge, MA. He is married, has 
four children, and resides in Bethesda, MD. 
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Nomination of Charles E. Cobb, Jr., To 
Be United States Ambassador to 
Iceland 


August 9, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Charles E. Cobb, Jr., to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States of America to 
Iceland. He would succeed Nicholas Ruwe. 

Since 1987 Mr. Cobb has served as Under 
Secretary for Travel and Tourism at the De- 
partment of Commerce. Prior to this, he 
served as chairman and chief executive offi- 
cer of Arvida Disney Corp., 1984-1987, and 
as chairman and chief executive officer, 
1983-1984. He was senior vice president 
and chief operating officer and director of 
the Penn Central Corp., 1982-1983, and 
group president of the Penn Central Corp., 
1980-1982. In addition, he served as presi- 
dent and chairman of the board and chief 
executive officer of Arvida Corp., 1972- 
1980, and president and chief financial offi- 
cer of several subsidiaries of Kaiser Alumi- 
num and Chemical Corp., 1964-1972. 

Mr. Cobb graduated from Stanford Uni- 
versity (B.A., 1958; M.B.A., 1962). He was 
born May 9, 1936, in Fresno, CA. He served 
in the U.S. Navy, 1958-1960. He is married, 
has two children, and resides in Miami, FL. 


Statement on Signing a Joint Resolution 
Concerning the Cordell Bank National 
Marine Sanctuary 


August 9, 1989 


Today I am signing HJ. Res. 281, a joint 
resolution relating to the Cordell Bank Na- 
tional Marine Sanctuary. The Secretary of 
Commerce designated Cordell Bank as a 
sanctuary pursuant to a procedure estab- 
lished by the Marine Protection, Research, 
and Sanctuaries Act of 1972 (MPRSA). That 
law allows the Congress 45 days of continu- 
ous session to disapprove any part of the 
designation. In the first section of HJ. Res. 
281, the Congress attempted to disapprove 
the part of the designation allowing the reg- 
ulation of oil and gas activities within the 
sanctuary, but it did not present the joint 
resolution to me until after the review 
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period expired. Thus, that part of the desig- 
nation was not “disapproved by enactment 
of a joint resolution of disapproval” within 
the time period permitted by the MPRSA. 


Section 2 of the resolution, however, ac- 
complishes essentially the same objective 
that the first section would have accom- 
plished. Section 2 prohibits all oil, gas, and 
mineral activities within the sanctuary. That 
prohibition becomes law upon my approval 
of HJ. Res. 281, and it will now govern the 
management of the sanctuary. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
August 9, 1989. 


Note: HJ. Res. 281, approved August 9, was 
assigned Public Law No. 101-74. The state- 
ment was released by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on August 10. 


Statement on the American Hostages in 
Lebanon 


August 10, 1989 


This Sunday millions of Americans of 
every faith will attend worship services. We 
have much to give thanks for in this coun- 
try. But I ask that each of you say a special 
prayer this Sunday for the American hos- 
tages being held in Lebanon. 


In the last several days, we have all strug- 
gled with the reality of Americans being 
held in a foreign land, tortured, and some- 
times killed by their captors. Even as we 
search for political solutions to this problem, 
I believe that prayer is the most important 
way to deal with the human response to 
this tragic situation. I believe in prayer. It 
gives us strength in times of need. It gives 
us hope in times of despair. It gives us opti- 
mism in times of opportunity. So, I ask 
again that each of you join me this Sunday 
in saying a special prayer for the American 
hostages, their families, and their friends. 


Remarks Announcing the Nomination 
of General Colin L. Powell To Be 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 


August 10, 1989 


The President. Ladies and gentlemen, I 
am most pleased to introduce the man that 
I have selected to be the next Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff: General Colin L. 
Powell. Colin Powell has had a truly distin- 
guished military career, and he’s a complete 
soldier. He served two tours in Vietnam 
and has had many important assignments 
around the world, including commander of 
the Fifth Corps in Germany and, most re- 
cently, as Commander of all Army forces 
stationed in the United States. He is also a 
distinguished scholar with a postgraduate 
degree, diplomas from our major war col- 
leges, and a unique tour as a White House 
fellow. 

The position of Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff has always been a special and 
important one. Our Chairman today has 
unique responsibilities. He has a significant 
role in determining our military require- 
ments and developing the defense budget. 
He is the principal adviser on all military 
issues to the Secretary of Defense and to 
the President. And Bill Crowe has per- 
formed these duties in an absolutely splen- 
did way, and we can be most thankful that 
we have had his special leadership during 
the past 4 years. Bill, words can never fully 
acknowledge what you have done for your 
country, and thank you very, very much for 
that. 

As we face the challenges of the nineties, 
it is most important that the Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff be a person of 
breadth, judgment, experience, and total in- 
tegrity. Colin Powell has all those qualities 
and more. His wealth of military experi- 
ence, coupled with his most distinguished 
assignments, including Assistant to the 
President for National Security Affairs, have 
prepared him for this challenging and de- 
manding role. He will bring leadership, in- 
sight, and wisdom to our efforts to keep our 
military strong and ready, prepared to 
defend our security and to safeguard the 
peace. Colin Powell will be a key member 
of my national security team, a team of 
close-knit, experienced professionals. And I 
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am very proud of this team and proud to 
add Colin Powell to it. 

Colin, welcome, sir. 

General Powell. Thank you, Mr. Presi- 
dent, for your very kind words, and thank 
you, sir, for this new opportunity to serve 
you, to serve the men and women of the 
Armed Forces, and to serve our nation. I’m 
very pleased to be joining your national se- 
curity team; and I look forward to working 
with you, the Vice President, and all the 
members of the team, as you face the his- 
toric opportunities and challenges that are 
before us. I also feel it a special privilege to 
be the spokesman for all the millions of 
great young men and women who are serv- 
ing their nation voluntarily in uniform. 

I also feel especially privileged and some- 
what humble to be following a man like 
Admiral Bill Crowe, a distinguished sailor, 
great friend, and an outstanding Chairman. 
They are big shoes to fit into. I will give it 
my very best. The Nation owes Bill Crowe a 
great debt of gratitude. And, Mr. President, 
I am ready to go to it, and I look forward to 
the challenges ahead. Thank you, sir. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:32 p.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Disappearance of Representa- 
tive Mickey Leland in Africa 

August 11, 1989 


We understand the frustration and grief 
that Congressman Mickey Leland’s family 
and staff must be enduring as the search for 
his aircraft and its passengers continues. 
This is indeed a time of great apprehension 
and sadness for all those who know Con- 
gressman Leland. President Bush has long 
been a friend and colleague of Congress- 
man Leland. They share mutual political in- 
terests in Houston and have worked togeth- 
er on any number of Texas issues. The 
President remains hopeful that the Con- 
gressman and his party will be found alive 
and well. He has expressed those senti- 
ments personally to Mrs. Leland. 

The United States Government and the 
Ethiopian Government have committed un- 
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precedented amounts of people, equip- 
ment, and other resources to the search for 
the Leland aircraft. From the U.S. point of 
view, we have more than 160 U.S. military 
personnel in Ethiopia operating C~—141, 
HC-130, C-21, C-5, and MH-60 aircraft 
and helicopters involved in the rescue 
effort. A U-2 reconnaissance aircraft that 
took photographs of the search area yester- 
day returned to the area today to take more 
pictures. Both of the beeper findings which 
have been detected have been investigated 
without success. 

The United States commitment to this 
search is the largest, most comprehensive 
undertaking in recent memory. The US. 
commitment, coupled with thousands of 
Ethiopians making ground searches, will 
continue. 


Note: Representative Leland, chairman of 
the House Select Committee on Hunger, dis- 
appeared enroute to a refugee camp in Fug- 
nido, Ethiopia, near the Sudanese border. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Education Summit With the 
Nation’s Governors 


August 11, 1989 


The education summit with the Nation’s 
Governors will be held in Charlottesville, 
VA, on September 27 and 28. 

In his speech to the National Governors’ 
Association in Chicago on July 31, President 
Bush invited the Governors to work with 
him at a Governors summit on education to 
share ideas and to explore options for edu- 
cational progress in order to find ways to 
strengthen our schools, to enlarge opportu- 
nities, and to improve our nation’s educa- 
tional performance. 

This will be the third time in history that 
a President has called the Nation’s Gover- 
nors together to address a single problem 
facing our country. In 1908, President 
Theodore Roosevelt called the Governors 
together to address problems of conserva- 
tion. In 1933, President Franklin Roosevelt 
called for the Nation’s Governors to assem- 
ble to consider solutions to the Great De- 
pression. President Bush calls the Gover- 





nors together because he believes raising 
the level of learning in the classrooms of 
America is crucial to our nation’s future. 
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The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





August 6 

In the evening, the President returned to 
the White House from a weekend stay at 
Camp David, MD. 


August 7 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to 
the President for National Security Af- 
fairs; and members of the CIA briefing 
staff; 

—Secretary 
Cheney; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

In the afternoon, the President participat- 
ed in a swearing-in ceremony in the Oval 
Office at the White House for Michael R. 
Deland as Chairman of the Council on En- 
vironmental Quality. 

In the evening, the President telephoned 
Representative E. Clay Shaw, Jr., who was 
co-hosting a town meeting in Fort Lauder- 
dale, FL, discussing ways of curbing the 
rising drug problem in the area. 


of Defense Richard B. 


August 8 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to 
the President for National Security Af- 
fairs; and members of the CIA briefing 
staff; 

—Egyptian Defense Minister 
Sabry Abu Taleb; 


Youssef 
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—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 


August 9 

The President met at the White House 
with John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to the 
President for National Security Affairs; and 
members of the CIA briefing staff. 

In the morning, the President toured the 
Saudi cultural exhibition at the Washington 
Convention Center. 

The President sent a message to Prime 
Minister Toshiki Kaifu of Japan, congratulat- 
ing him on his election to office. 

In the evening, in a telephone conversa- 
tion, the President and Prime Minister Yitz- 
hak Shamir of Israel discussed the hostage 
situation in the Middle East. 


August 10 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to 
the President for National Security Af- 
fairs; and members of the CIA briefing 
staff; 

—James E. Burke, president of the Media 
Advertising Partnership for a Drug- 
Free America; 

—the Vice President, for lunch; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

In the evening, the President attended a 
performance of the musical Gypsy at the 
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing 
Arts. 


August 11 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to 
the President for National Security Af- 
fairs; and members of the CIA briefing 
staff; 

—representatives of the handicapped, to 
discuss the American Disabilities Act; 

—business community leaders, to discuss 
the American Disabilities Act; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 
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In the afternoon, the President left the 
White House for a weekend stay at Camp 
David, MD. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted August 4} 


Christopher H. Phillips, 

of the District of Columbia, to be Ambassa- 
dor Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to Brunei Dar- 
ussalam. 


William Ludwig Jacobsen, Jr., 

of Washington, a career member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Counselor, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Guinea-Bissau. 


Penne Percy Korth, 

of Texas, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to Mauritius. 


Elizabeth M. Tamposi, 

of New Hampshire, to be Assistant Secre- 
tary of State for Consular Affairs, vice Joan 
M. Clark, resigned. 


Sidney L. Jones, 
of Utah, to be an Assistant Secretary of the 
Treasury, vice Michael R. Darby, resigned. 


Robert Clifton Duncan, 

of the District of Columbia, to be Director 
of Operational Test and Evaluation, Depart- 
ment of Defense, vice John E. Krings, re- 
signed 


1 This release was not received in time for 
inclusion in the appropriate issue. 
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Conrad K. Cyr, 

of Maine, to be United States Circuit Judge 
for the First Circuit, vice Frank M. Coffin, 
retired. 


Marvin J. Garbis, 

of Maryland, to be United States District 
Judge for the District of Maryland, vice 
Joseph H. Young, retired. 


Rebecca Beach Smith, 

of Virginia, to be United States District 
Judge for the Eastern District of Virginia, 
vice D. Dortch Warriner, deceased. 


Stuart M. Gerson, 
of Maryland, to be an Assistant Attorney 
General, vice John R. Bolton, resigned. 


Gene McNary, 

of Missouri, to be Commissioner of Immi- 
gration and Naturalization, vice Alan C. 
Nelson, resigned. 


Michael Paul Galvin, 

of Illinois, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Commerce, vice Michael E. Zacharia, re- 
signed. 


Warren G. Leback, 
of New Jersey, to be Administrator of the 
Maritime Administration, vice John A. 
Gaughan, resigned. 


James M. Strock, 

of Virginia, to be an Assistant Administrator 
of the Environmental Protection Agency, 
vice Thomas Lynch Adams, Jr., resigned. 


Harold B. Steele, 

of Illinois, to be a member of the Farm 
Credit Administration Board, Farm Credit 
Administration, for the remainder of the 
term expiring May 21, 1992, vice Frank W. 
Naylor, Jr., resigned. 
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Reginald J. Brown, 

of Virginia, to be an Assistant Administrator 
of the Agency for International Develop- 
ment, vice Richard E. Bissell, resigned. 


John Warren McGarry, 

of Massachusetts, to be a member of the 
Federal Election Commission for a term ex- 
piring April 30, 1995 (reappointment). 


Joan D. Aikens, 

of Pennsylvania, to be a member of the 
Federal Election Commission for a term ex- 
piring April 30, 1995 (reappointment). 


James David Berg, 

of Kentucky, to be Executive Vice Presi- 
dent of the Overseas Private Investment 
Corporation, vice L. Ebersole Gaines, re- 
signed. 


Forrest J. Remick, 

of Pennsylvania, to be a member of the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission for the 
term of 5 years expiring June 30, 1994, vice 
Lando W. Zech, Jr., term expired. 


The following-named persons to be mem- 
bers of the Defense Nuclear Facilities 
Safety Board for the terms indicated (new 
positions): 
For a term of I year: 

Edson G. Case, of Maryland. 


For a term of 2 years: 
John W. Crawford, Jr., of Maryland. 


For a term of 3 years: 
Herbert Kouts, of New York. 


For a term of 4 years: 
AJ. Eggenberger, of Montana. 


For a term of 5 years: 
John T. Conway, of New York. 


Administration of George Bush, 1989 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary that are nei- 
ther printed as items nor covered by entries 
in the Digest of Other White House An- 
nouncements. 





Released August 8 


Advance text: 
Remarks at the National Urban League 
Conference 


Released August 9 


Fact sheet: 
Financial Institutions Reform, Recovery, 
and Enforcement Act of 1989 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved August 7 


H.R. 3024 / Public Law 101-72 
To increase the statutory limit on the public 
debt, and for other purposes 


Approved August 9 


H.R. 1278 / Public Law 101-73 
Financial Institutions Reform, Recovery, 
and Enforcement Act of 1989 


HJ. Res. 281 / Public Law 101-74 

To approve the designation of the Cordell 
Bank National Marine Sanctuary, to disap- 
prove a term of that designation, to prohibit 
the exploration for, or the development or 
production of, oil, gas, or minerals in any 
area of that sanctuary, and for other pur- 
poses 


Approved August 10 


SJ. Res. 136 / Public Law 101-75 
Designating August 8, 1989, as “National 
Neighborhood Crime Watch Day” 
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